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ROLE-AND-MISSION

As committed disciples made new in Jesus Christ, we are a community of communities in Central Washington, part of the Presbyterian Church USA.

Listening to the Holy Spirit, we live out God’s heart, proclaiming and sharing the love and grace of Jesus Christ, seeing others through the eyes of Christ, and being a visible witness to His faith, hope and love!

We will support one another as God’s family; create healthy trusting, authentic relationships; and partner together in mission and evangelism, so that Christ’s love and grace will be experienced, as we are reconciled to God and to one another.

KEY RESULT AREAS and GOALS

Connected Community:

To live, called by God as the Body of Christ, in community; valuing our strength in diversity; honoring and acknowledging our various gifts; building healthy, trusting and authentic relationships among individuals and communities; focusing on mutual sharing and support; and facilitating communication that links all participants.  “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.” (Acts 4:32)
Generous and Stewarding Community: 
To show our gratitude for God's bountiful blessings of time, talent and material resources by generously supporting the work of the Presbytery of Central Washington and its Mission Partners, assured of their integrity through the work of faithful presbyters and churches. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)
Caring Community: 

To form a community of communities that practices a unique and powerful “togetherness”, demonstrating respect, sensitivity, caring, compassion, love, forgiveness and accountability for one another: as its members "do good to one another" (1 Thessalonians 5:15)
  "bear one another's burdens" (Galatians. 6:2), "forgive each other" (Colossians 3:13), "build one another up" (1 Thessalonians 5:11), "love one another deeply from the heart" (1 Peter 1:22), and "live in harmony with one another" (Romans 12:16).

Listening and Discerning Community

To be aware of God’s call to us and to the needs of God’s people. And to respond both in call and discernment with the wisdom of God to God’s people.  “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3.10b) “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak” (James 1:19); “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” (James 1:22); “The wise in heart are called discerning” (Proverbs 16:21).
Witnessing and Serving Community:

To suggest, encourage, and lead congregations to engage in activities that address the spiritual and unique human needs of the cultural and ethnic groups in their areas, strongly emphasizing that these activities are done because of Christ’s love for them. “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not [each other]” (Ephesians 6:7)
Learning Community:

To cultivate new patterns of thinking and behaving together as congregations and leaders, using Presbytery structures that facilitate mutual learning, support, and encouragement for the sake of the Gospel, always committed to life-long learning as disciples of Christ. The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant words promote instruction.” (Proverbs 16.21)
KEY PARTICIPANTS

· Congregations, individually and in regional clusters

· Presbytery ministers, individually and in groups 

· Commissioners or delegates from churches

· Presbytery Council, Committees, Camps, and Mission Partners

· PC (USA) and Ecumenical Partners

· Seminaries and Youth Ministries

· Cross cultural groups

CORE VALUES AND COMMITMENTS

Christ Centered:


In Christ we live and move and have our being.  His life is our life. His ministry is our ministry.  His mission is our mission.  His passion for service is ours.   In Him we have died to the world and have been raised to newness.  We are God's people, a community that is a gateway to God. “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:4-5)

Patience and Kindness:

“Love is patient; love is kind” (I Cor13: 4). We are God’s people seeking to share Christ’s love in word and deed unconditionally without envy, without boasting, without pride, and not self-seeking.  Titus reminds us “when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.” (Titus 3:4)
Collaborative Being:
We are committed to staying connected, available and joyful together, resolving conflicts and injustice peacefully, as opposed to resorting to argument and divisive measures.  Our togetherness is grounded in dialog, forgiveness, learning and support for one another.  God’s plan lies in the hearts of people, and our discernment and decision-making are rooted in active listening and being gracious and merciful in our agreements and disagreements.  “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” (Romans 14:19)
Valuing Diversity:

Diversity demands that we in our witness have the ability and willingness to be responsive to the diversity in both the church and the world.  We seek to be open to all persons and to the varieties of talents and gifts of all of God’s peoples.  God’s truth is usually too much for any one of us alone – we need one another.  We shall seek full participation from those with different theological positions consistent within the Reformed tradition.  We are committed to learning from one another. “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:26-29)
Respectful:

As Peter admonishes, we shall “Respect everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sister.” (I Peter 2:17 NLT).
  As we share our faith with others, we shall “. . . do this with gentleness and respect.” (I Peter 3:15).  As Titus reminds us, as we teach what is in accord with sound doctrine, we must teach others to be worthy of respect.

Generous:

We will respect all of God’s creation as a gift entrusted to our stewardship; and we will shun ostentation and seek proper use of the gifts of God’s creation.  We will actively support one another in discovering and developing our gifts.  We are committed to sharing all of our gifts in gratitude, recognizing the Scriptural mandates to care for the needy without fanfare. “And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ.” (Philemon 1:6 NLT)

Witnessing:
We will strive individually and collectively to practice Jesus’ commission: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Authentic Character, Valuing Truth:

We will set our standards according to Psalm 15:2, 3 that teaches us to speak the truth from sincere hearts, to live blameless lives and do what is right, and to refuse to gossip or harm our neighbors or speak evil of our friends.  Jesus shared with His disciples, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6).  Again and again, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth.”  John records Jesus teaching, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32). 
� All scripture passages are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
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